MEMORANDUM

TO:  Arts and Sciences Committee on Curriculum and Instruction

FROM:  Cynthia L. Selfe and Scott L. DeWitt

RE: Assessment Plan for proposed GEC courses, English 269

DATE:  15 November 2006

________________________________________________________________________
Assessment Goals and Objectives

Both the GEC and course-specific learning objectives for English 269,  Digital Media Analysis and Composing might be summarized as follows:

1. Students will develop abilities to be enlightened readers of digital media texts and active participants in the visual, rhetorical, and written art of digital media works.   [VPA: Analysis of Texts and Works of Art] 


2. Students will describe and interpret achievement in literary and artistic works of digital media.  [VPA: Analysis of Texts and Works of Art]  


3. Students will explain how literary and artistic works of digital media express social and cultural issues by considering the effects of digital media production on gender, class, race, ability, sexuality, nation and identity.  [VPA: Analysis of Texts and Works of Art]  


4. Students will study the development of digital media texts, exploring how they draw on older forms of media (print books, film, photography, radio). 


5. Students will interpret and appreciate significant artistic and literary works in digital environments.


6. Students will demonstrate the ability to analyze, interpret and share, and communicate visually trough digital media texts and to create/compose visual digital media texts. [Visual Literacy Insight area, pending approval]

7. Students will identify, understand, and critically analyze visual representations in digital media texts within in larger social, cultural, historical, and ethical contexts.  [Visual Literacy Insight area, pending approval]

8. Students will understand and apply fundamental rhetorical principles for the creation of digital media texts by analyzing and manipulating digital composing technologies, such as Photoshop, Flash,Audacity and iMovie.

We intend to ensure that the proposed course adequately articulates these goals, teaches toward them, tests for them, and helps students realize their individual potential to meet them.

II.  Methods

An assessment of whether these objectives are in fact being met is most easily and effectively carried out, we believe, by an examination of the work students are actually required to do for the course.  

For example, students’ ability to develop as enlightened readers of digital media texts [Learning Objective #1, VPA: Analysis of Texts and Works of Art] and active participants in the visual, rhetorical, and written art of digital media works  [Learning Objective #2, VPA: Analysis of Texts and Works of Art] can be gauged by their responses on the class discussion board.  Typically, the discussion board prompts will ask students to examine works of digital media art within cultural, social, ethical, and historical contexts.   By reading students’ responses, we will measure the course’s (and the students’) progress toward Learning Objectives #1 and #2.  

Similarly, students’ ability to explain how literary and artistic works of digital media express social and cultural issues by considering the effects of digital media production on gender, class, race, ability, sexuality, nation and identity  [Learning Objective #3, VPA: Analysis of Texts and Works of Art] and their ability to interpret and appreciate significant artistic and literary works in digital environments will be measured by reading their responses to in-class composing assignments [Learning Objective #5] in which they examine works of digital media that they not have seen previously in class. 

We will measure students’ ability to study the development of digital media texts and exploring how they draw on older forms of media (print books, film, photography, radio) [Learning Objective # 4], as well as their ability to identify, understand, and critically analyze visual representations in digital media texts within in larger social, cultural, historical, and ethical contexts  [Learning Objective # 7, Visual Literacy Insight area, pending approval] by listening to their group presentations which require them to explain the cultural and historical contexts for works of digital media and argue for how these work have been influenced by, influence, or could influence work in other artistic and literary environments.

Further, we will measure students’ ability to analyze, interpret and share, and communicate visually trough digital media texts and to create/compose visual digital media texts [Learning Objective #6, Visual Literacy Insight area, pending approval] and to understand and apply fundamental rhetorical principles for the creation of digital media texts by analyzing and manipulating digital composing technologies [Learning Objective #8] by reading/viewing/listening to their Final Digital Media Project which includes the creation of a digital media text using audio, video (or a combination) and a reflective essay.  In this way, we should be able to ascertain whether students are acquiring the desired production skills and not simply learning (and regurgitating) information about digital media texts.  

We believe that sampling should provide us with an adequate assessment of whether or not this course is in fact living up to its goals.  We will randomly sample (and duplicate) specific assignments and projects from approximately 5% of the class.  The departmental Course Director for English 269 will evaluate sample assignments and projects to gauge how well the goals of the course seem to be reflected and communicate the findings to instructors of the course and to appropriate departmental committees. The Course Director for English 269 will also assess the improvement over time, comparing selected students’ performance on assignments early in the term to their performance on the final project to see if improvement has in fact occurred, and communicating the findings to instructors of the course and to appropriate departmental committees.

We are also interested in getting the students’ self-assessment of the course and of their performance in it.  To that end, instructors of ENG 269 will ask students to complete discursive evaluations that invite comment on both the course instruction and on their performance vis a vis the eight learning objectives of the course.  

Note on the assessment criteria for sampled exams and papers

The criteria that we will be using in the assessment will be similar to those the instructor will have used in grading assignments in the first place.  We will, however, pay somewhat less attention to the factual specifics of the students’ work than to what it reveals about whether they understood the nature of the assignment task and the learning objectives it entails.  As far as possible, the Course Director for ENG269 will try to determine whether shortcomings in this area are correlated to the individual student’s poor attendance in class, or whether they result from miscommunication on the part of the instructor.  Although we are most concerned with the latter case, we will also work on various strategies for increasing attendance if that seems to be a particular problem.  When necessary, the Course Director will work with individual instructors to improve communication of the course expectations and content.

Timeline for assessment

Each quarter, every time the course is taught, we will follow the same schedule:

Weeks 1-3
Sampling of early assignments

Weeks 9-10
Sampling of final projects



Student assessment of course and their performance in it

Week 11
Samples read and evaluated by Course Director

The Course Director for English 269 will be responsible for making sure that instructors and students’ overall evaluations of the course have at least remained steady or, better, improved; if that proves not to be the case, we will attempt to use the information we have collected to make what seem the appropriate adjustments to the course content and structure.

